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SUBJECT: RECIPRoCATING CoMPRESSoR GASKET IOTERIAL

I NTRODUCTION:
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A leaking compressor gasket condition has been identified which can occur
w'ith all reciprocating compressor models (E, F, l,l and R). Sone narginal
gasket naterial was used in manufacturing in linited quantities fron
I'larch 1978 until mid 1979. A total switch to the narginal material was
nade frcm,lune 1979 through mid tlovenber 1979. It 's use was discontinued
November '1979. Some of the material was Dlaced in service stock.

DI  SCUSS ION:

Refrigerant leaks through gasketed joints on reciprocating compressors can
occur when using the Amstrong AN8070 gasket materlal, These 'leaks 

occur
because the Armstrong gasket matrrial does not soften when contacted by
refrigerant oi'1. This prevents the material from adequately compressing
into normal machined seal surface irr€gularities. Eecause of this, when
normal re-gasketing prccedures are used (gaskets are lightly coated vrith
ref r igerant  o i l  and then insta l ' led)  i t  is  poss ib le  that  a  sat is factory
seal cannot be obtai ned.

The Arnstrong material can be identified by its light grey color compared
to the standard Nicollet 355 material, which is a darker gr€y color. The
Armstrong gasket  ins ign ia  is  an "A"  ins ide a c . i rc ' le  (  A ) .  A l l  gaskets
used on reciprocating compressors nay be affected. lt is suggested that
gasket parts stock be inspected for the Armstrong naterial.

PARTS ORDERI NG INFORMTION:

New gaskets may be ordered to replace the defective Armstrong rnaterial.

NEl,l PRODUCTION:

I ' lanufacturing use of the marginal Armstrong gasket material was temporarily
stopped on production compressors manufactured aftet November, 1979, pending
deve lopment  o f  a  manufac tur ing  process  wh ich  w i l l  a l low sa t is fac to ry  use
of the Armstrong naterial . Service stock compressor gaskets and gasket
kits were "spot" inspected and all Armstrong material was renoveo wnere a
h i  gh  concent ra t ion  was found.


